
THOUGHTS FROM YOUR TRANSITIONAL PASTOR... 

This week we have gotten the good news that Pastor Chad Strabbing has accepted the call 

to be Emmanuel’s next pastor. Pastor Clyde finished his service here at the end of 2018. I 

became your Transitional Pastor in March of 2019. Since Pastor Chad will be coming in 

September, this month of August is my last month. It’s time to wind things up and get ready for 

Pastor Chad and Jennifer’s arrival. You might be wondering what I’m going to do next. After 13 

interim church assignments, I have decided to make this my last one. I am retiring from church 

ministry. It seems appropriate and right to retire at this time and place. Serving here has been like 

coming home. I’ve come home to the place where Naomi grew up and where we were married 45 

years ago this summer. I have had quite a ride over these years and now I can finish at Emmanuel. 

After graduating from seminary in 1979 I served three congregations as an installed pastor at 

Monroe, South Dakota, Chandler, Minnesota and Tinley Park, Illinois. One evening in 2000, I had 

supper with our then Synod Minister, Dr. Al Vander Meer. He suggested that I consider interim 

ministry. As they say, “The rest is history.” Twenty years have gone and I’ve been blessed and 

challenged to serve with 12 congregations in 13 assignments. One church, I served twice. Three of 

the congregations have been in Illinois, two in Iowa and 7 in Wisconsin. After serving in this type of 

ministry for a while, I came to believe that this was my calling from God. He prepared and equipped 

me to serve in a great variety of congregations, with their own unique histories, opportunities and 

challenges. I could not have done this without the support of Naomi. For 12 years, we lived apart 

much of the time, as I usually came home twice a month for two or three days. She kept the “home 

fires burning” while I was gone. I’m excited to see what the Lord has in store for the next chapters of 

Emmanuel’s story. I believe that Pastor Chad and Jennifer will be a good fit for Emmanuel. He is 

experienced in both youth and pastoral ministry. Of course, the church is not just about the pastor. 

All of you have a part in promoting God’s kingdom and work. Your faithful attendance at worship, 

your active involvement in the ministries and your support of Pastor Chad and Jennifer will 

encourage them. Seek to live by and up to your ministry statement: “Loving God, Building 

Community and Transforming Lives.” As you do, God will use you for His glory and for the good of 

His people! 

 

In Christ’s Love and Service, 

Pastor Bruce 

 

 


